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The Saigon Hém Walk: Into The Real Saigon

Ho Chi Minh City (formerly
Saigon)-Ho Chi Minh City, also
known as Saigon, is a frenetic
Asian city of markets. Streets are
clogged with scooters, street-side
food stalls, foreign restaurants,
office blocks, and shopping malls.
It is Vietnam'’s economic
powerhouse, and the rate of
progress over the last few years
has been remarkable. It is an
exciting and exotic city where the
pace of life never dims, and it is
now looking forward with great
optimism after its tumultuous 20th century. Though you may still experience some of old Asia, Saigon
is a new Asian boomtown whose inhabitants are poised to embrace the 2 1st-century advances.

WHAT TO EXPECT: THE BOUTIQUE WALKING EXPERIENCE THROUGH ALLEYS & ROADS

Your journey unfolds at a refined, unhurried pace as your guide leads you through a beautifully
curated blend of Saigon’s atmospheric hém and its charming neighborhood roads. This is a walking
experience designed with intention — each transition feels natural, each turn reveals a new layer of
the city’s character.

You'll begin in quiet, intimate alleys where daily life hums gently: families preparing meals, incense
drifting from small shrines, soft sunlight touching old balconies. As the walk continues, the route
opens into wider local roads — tree-lined, lively, and full of authentic neighborhood energy — before
guiding you seamlessly back into another connected hém network. This thoughtful balance of alleys
and roads creates a rhythm that feels both immersive and comfortable.

Along the way, your guide shares rich cultural insights and personal stories that bring each space to
life, transforming simple scenes into meaningful encounters. You'll pause for a traditional Vietnamese
coffee at a tucked-away alley café, and later enjoy a refreshing coconut ice cream as the walk winds
through one of District 3’s most elegant residential corridors.

Throughout the experience, your guide will help ensure that any photographs of local residents are
taken respectfully and only with permission, honoring the privacy and dignity of the communities
you visit.
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This is not a rushed city tour.
This is slow, sensory, human-centered exploration — a luxury of presence, authenticity, and

beautifully crafted simplicity, blending Saigon’s hidden alleys with its most charming local streets.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

v Exclusive Access to Hidden Alley Communities
Step into intimate residential lanes, artisan spaces, and historic enclaves rarely visited by
travelers, offering a privileged glimpse into Saigon'’s living culture.

v A Curated Journey Through Saigon’s Most Authentic Districts
Explore the refined, quieter side of District 1 and District 3 with a thoughtfully designed route
that reveals the city’s most atmospheric hém and heritage corners.

v Boutique Market Experience
Wander through a vibrant neighborhood market where long-established vendors, fresh
produce, and local rituals create a rich, sensory tapestry of daily life.

v Architectural & Cultural Storytelling
Discover vintage apartment blocks, old tailor ateliers, and elegant colonial-era facades,
brought to life through insightful, narrative-driven commentary.

v" A Refined Coffee Moment in a Hidden Hém Café
Pause for a beautifully prepared Vietnamese coffee in a discreet alley café — a serene,
locals-only setting perfect for conversation and reflection.

v Slow, Elegant, Human-Centered Exploration
Enjoy a gentle, unhurried walk designed for travelers who appreciate depth, authenticity, and
the luxury of meaningful connection with a city.

TOUR ITINERARY

Your experience begins with a warm welcome in District 1, where your guide leads you into a
serene network of residential hém — intimate passageways that reveal a quieter, more elegant
side of Saigon. As you stroll through these beautifully textured alleys, you'll encounter family
homes, discreet ancestral shrines, and long-established artisans whose work reflects
generations of tradition. The walk unfolds into a vibrant yet authentic neighborhood market,
where the colors, aromas, and morning rituals offer a sensory glimpse into the city’s daily
rhythm.

From here, the journey transitions gracefully into District 3, one of Saigon’s most storied
guarters, where vintage apartment blocks, old tailor ateliers, and soft colonial-era facades
create atimeless, almost cinematic atmosphere. The pace slows as you enter peaceful alley
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communities and visit hidden temples, each space offering a moment of stillness and cultural
depth. Midway through the experience, you pause for a refined coffee break at a charming hém
café — a quiet, tucked-away spot known only to locals, perfect for conversation and reflection.
The walk concludes with a final meander through elegant alleyways, after which your guide
offers thoughtful, personalized recommendations for continuing to explore Saigon with the

same sense of intimacy and sophistication.

A Ready to Experience Saigon at Its Most Exquisite?

Don’t just see Saigon — immerse yourself in it. Move at a refined, unhurried pace through the city’s
most atmospheric hém, where quiet beauty, lived-in charm, and generations of local life unfold just
steps from the main streets. With a knowledgeable local guide leading the way, each alley becomes a
curated moment: soft morning light on old balconies, the aroma of fresh herbs drifting from family
kitchens, the gentle hum of neighborhood life continuing as it has for decades. This is Saigon in its
purest form — intimate, textured, and deeply human. If you seek a walking experience that reveals the
city’s soul with elegance and authenticity, this journey is your gateway.

77 Dates of Operation

We operate this tour every day.
To ensure the best service, we recommend booking at least 48 hours in advance.

E# Price

US $85 per guest
Minimum booking: 2 guests

£ What's Included — Premium Walking Experience

v Expert Local Guide — warm, knowledgeable, and trained to curate a refined, culturally rich
walking journey

v Curated Walking Route — thoughtfully designed through Saigon’s most atmospheric and
connected hém

v Traditional Vietnamese Coffee — enjoyed at a charming, tucked away alley café
v Refreshing Coconut Ice Cream — a light, elegant treat to end the walk

v Chilled Bottled Water — provided throughout to keep you comfortable

v All Entrance Fees — temples, heritage sites, and cultural stops included

v" Meeting Point in District 1 — convenient and easy to reach
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XX What'’s Not Included

v

v

Personal Purchases — additional food, drinks, or souvenirs
Travel Insurance — recommended but not included
Gratuities — optional, at your discretion

Hotel Pickup Outside District 1 — available with a surcharge

A7¥ Important Information Before You Book

v

Please inform us of any food allergies or dietary restrictions in advance so we can prepare
suitable tastings

This is a walking tour — comfortable footwear is recommended

The route includes narrow alleys and uneven surfaces, so guests should be comfortable
walking at a relaxed pace

For group bookings of more than 30 guests, please contact us directly via email:
travel@destination-indochina.com or WhatsApp our 24/7 hotline: (+84) 901-388-555 for
tailored arrangements
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